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By Jonathan C. Rzmdal

. Washinglon P Fostgn Suevice
- PARIS. — "The Socialist gov~
crament of President Francois Mit-
terrand has reopened the. investiga:.
‘tion into Henri Curiel’s murder, an
apparently politically motivated kil-’
ling that hss become entangled in-
international controversy about So-—
viet “disinformation” and mte}hgence
penetration in the West. .

The samtly victim of a new Drey~
fus affair” frame-up to his friends, to;
his enemies Curiel was a redoubtable
Soviet spymaster and terrorist boss
extraordinaire, He was killed here by
two -gunmen May 4, 1978, and ef-
forts by y supporters to identify and
punish his killers long languished.

But with two Socialist ministers
on a committee determined to clear
‘his name and officials in Prime Min-
ister Pierre Mauroy’s entourage.
swearing to get to the bottom of the
murder this fall, Cunel’s fnends see
new hope.

Since \zlitterrand’s olection ’inr-.f
May, persistent reports, which gov- :

ernment’ oificials decline to deny
cumnht, suggest that the outgoing
members of the administration of
Valery. Giscard d’Fstaing took all.

sensitive files on Curiel with them. - 3

. The assassination of Curiel, boen.
in Egypt in 1914 the son of rich Ital-
ian-born Jews, is one of half a dozen.

mysterious, apparently political kil- |
lings that occurred during the pres-

- idency of Giscard that. the-Socialists
are pursuing out of a sense of justice, .

a desire for political change and, per- 1 °

haps most imporiantly, an’ instinct, -
for political survival, accordmg to
‘Socialist Party insiders.,

Curiel ran an. orgamzanon' here
that he called a charitable institution
designed to help- people working .

ggainst undemoeratic Third World

governments. But his-accusers say it"

‘was a COVB].’ fOl' SUbVGNW‘? actxvme&
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‘French. . intelligence  establishment,
“which is suspected of having leaked
allegations against Curiel to the
French:press. Some influential So-

- “cialists privately fear that they could

‘fall victira. to the kind of extreme
“right-wing politics that they are con-
‘vinced brought' about the leaks and.
Cunel’s death. 7 @

“ The. Socxahsts have also found
‘sugcmtzons in the files they inher-

“ited that; ironically, the Third World

‘contacts Curiel fostered. may- have
‘served Western intelligence at least
1as much as they aided Soviet objec-
“tives. Curiel’s orgamzatxon ‘was pen-

A.~etrated by so many intelligence or-

‘ganizations that they all lost an in-
‘credible element of conirol, of trac- |
ing.information, which i3 the bread |
-,and butter of the business, when
Curiel was killed,” said a Socialist

\mtelligence expert who, like most |

‘professionals in his line ~of -wotk, ]
-asked that he not be identified.

:""For an al!eged member .of the
-world of espionage, suprisingly much .
“is known about Curiel’s origins and
-activities. ‘As a young man in Egypt,

Curiel became a Communist and

_spent two years in King Farouk’s
‘concentration camps for his- beliefs °
~hefore bemg deportedin 1951, -~

. Curiel,“ who - was " educated " in"’
?Fr@nuhwrun Catholic . missionary :
. schools in. Cairo, entered France il- -

“legally and lived there clandestmely
‘until he was arrested in 1960 for -

helping Algerian nationalists fighting. |

for independence against France. . .
~Released, but still' stateless and::
‘with an expulsion order hanging.over-
‘his head,” Curiel became- what hzs
Tsraeli let*—wmg friend Uri Avneri®

“called “a one-man revolutionary

“clearing house and contractor for
‘revolutionary causes.” -
© " “What - angers -'me about the

?'charges “against, Curiet is they .con- |

tain- just’ enough truth to make the
Ties convincing.” Avneri said in"a re- .
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 The Socialists are moving now tol
';festabhsh ‘their ‘control over the|

-version, as has been charged, the
 lishment would have quickly brought’
him to book. Curiel’s defenders see
‘instead a pattern of official tolerance’
for+ his - activities 'stemming " during

:in the Thizd World and those of the:

| ‘ceeded Charles de Gaulle were divid-

‘came when the new government-

official file that the Giscard govern-

“Amitié — for subvsrsion in France{

-have ruled in favor of Curiel’s widow

_ names were ‘mentioned in connection’

er, guilty in a libsl suit brought by

ing political refugees here e

~STAT

" Curiebs many friends assert t‘nat
had he really been ‘an agent for the
KGB or otherwise engaged in sub- -

French police and intelligence estab-

the 1960s from the fact that his aims.

ruling Gaullists coincided. The more’
conservative governments that suc--

ed; with some. ministries still favor-;
able, but others mcreasmvly hoatxle
‘to Curiel’s activities. T:wd% o 1

The most tangible mdlcatxon of
Socxahsu determination in the case

gave Curiel’s widow and lawyer an

ment had refused to release. v

The file included a Judgment by a '
special government commission’that
cleared Curiel of wrongdoing, reject-
ing an Interior Ministry charge that |
he had used his - Third: World<}'
oriented ~ voluntary  organizationy
Solidarite — later re*xamed Aide et

and abroad and in aldmg terronsm )
- French - courts, . IOreover, lately-»

and friends and-;associates. whose-

with- Ims end who. have brouvht libel.

‘evred such chu BG}s’ ‘and Cunel’s al-
leged KGB. connection as_ described
in,a book entitled “The Curiel Net-"
work or Humanitarian Subversion,” .
and found its author, Roland Gauch- .

Rose Curiel, the widow, Curiel’s
longtimé associate Jovce Blau and }.
France, Terre d’Asile (France, Coun-
try of Asylum), an organization belp- "
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